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Donôt let your children get away with whipping off a quick thank-you email whenever they receive 

a gift. It may seem ñold school,ò but insist that they write a thank-you note by hand and send it 

snail-mail. Not only will gift-givers be thrilled, but your children will learn the value of expressing 

sincere gratitude, demonstrating good manners, and that extra effort is important and appreciated. 

Parenting Advisory 

Do you constantly hear comments like, ñThis book is boringò or ñI hate historyò? To avoid 

battling your childôs negative attitude, create a fun, educational environment that shows 

learning is enjoyableðand that your child is good at it!  

To make learning a family priority: 

Å Surround your child with information. Visit museums, historical sites and the library. Keep 

irresistible books and magazines around the house, and discuss what you read. When you watch 

TV, look for shows that teach about animals, history, science, travel and more. 

Å Plan homework time as a team. Create a cozy, quiet spot your child likes. Pick a daily study 

time that makes sense for him. And agree on a few rules, such as, ñI will make a to-do list. I 

will finish all my work.ò Post them as a reminder. 

Å Encourage independence. Take advantage of ways your child can use his learning. He might 

double a recipe, write a letter, use a map for directions, read to a sibling or compare sports 

statistics.  

Å Be positive and enthusiastic about school success. Students need their parents to be 

cheerleaders. Refer to assignments as ñinterestingò and ñfascinating,ò not ñboringò! 

Compliment your childôs effortsðand donôt forget to celebrate when a difficult task is 
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Does your child whine about doing home-

work or ask, ñWhy is math so important any-

way?ò One way to curb her complaints is to 

discuss your childôs life.  

How does education affect her now? (For 

example, understanding math helps her save 

money for things she wants.) How will it af-

fect her future? (Sheôll need it to get a job, 

communicate with others and continue learn-

ing.) What free-doms and advantages would 

she miss without access to an educa-tion? 

There are sure to be many! 

Some children have their own unique sense 

of time. When you say, ñThe school bus will 

be here in five minutes,ò your child may have 

her own idea of what ñin five minutesò looks 

like. Before you get frustrated when she drags 

her feet, remind yourself that sheôs not trying 

to provoke you.  

Sheôs just operating on ñkid timeò!  

To help your child enter your time zone, 

start small. Try playing ñbeat the clockò in the 

mornings. Set a timer for each task she needs 

to accomplish. Donôt forget to praise her suc-

cess!  

S. Brown, How to Negotiate with Kidsé 

Even When You Think You Shouldnôt: Essen-

tial Skills to End Conflict and Bring More Joy 

into Your Family, Penguin.  
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òkid timeó 
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As the winter break approaches, many kids start to slack off at school. 

They claim attendance is not that important. But research shows miss-

ing school is harmfulðeven for children in kindergarten. So unless 

your child is sick, itôs important to: 

Å Be on time. Missing part of the day disrupts the whole class. When 

kids are late, the teacher must interrupt learning to help them settle in. 

Continue with your regular school routines, such as packing school sup-

plies at night and waking up at the same time every day. 

Å Be prepared. To make sure her class time is most productive, help 

your child feel relaxed and focused. Make sure she finishes homework, 

goes to bed on time and eats a nutritious breakfast.  

 

Your child studied for his spelling test, but he still ended up not doing 

so well. Should you tell him how disappointed you are? No!  

When your child works hard but still falls short, remind him how 

much you appreciate his effort.  

Your support will help him develop a positive attitude toward school. 

It will also remind him that your love is not tied to his grades! 
Source: J.S. Schumm, Ph.D., How to Help Your Child with Homework: The Complete Guide 

to Encouraging Good Study Habits and Ending the Homework Wars, Free Spirit Publishing. 

Support positive 

school attitudes 
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Regular  

attendance 

is essential 

ñenforce it! 
As the holiday break approaches, many kids 

start to slack off at school. They claim attend-

ance is not that important. But research shows 

missing school is harmfulðeven for children 

in kindergarten. So unless your child is sick, 

itôs important to: 

Å Be on time. Missing part of the day dis-

rupts the whole class. When kids are late, the 

teacher must interrupt learning to help them 

settle in. Continue with your regular school 

routines, such as packing school supplies at 

night and waking up at the same time every 

day. 

Å Be prepared. To make sure her class time is 

most productive, help your child feel relaxed 

and focused. Make sure she finishes home-

work, goes to bed on time and eats a nutritious 

breakfast. 
Source: ñWhy is school attendance so important?ò, The 

Youth BoothðYouth Services, http://

youthservicesslc.wordpress.com/2011/01/03/why-is-school-

attendance-so-important/  

http://youthservicesslc.wordpress.com/2011/01/03/why-is-school-attendance-so-important/
http://youthservicesslc.wordpress.com/2011/01/03/why-is-school-attendance-so-important/
http://youthservicesslc.wordpress.com/2011/01/03/why-is-school-attendance-so-important/
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Hadith of the Month 

The Broader Sense of Trust 
Islam expects of its followers that they will be masters of live hearts and wakeful conscience, 

which ensures the protection of the rights of God and humanity and which also protects their ac-

tion: from the commitment of excesses. Therefore it is necessary that every Muslim should be 

Ameen, ñtrustworthy.ò 

In the judgement of the Shariah, Trust has a very broad sense. This word contains an ocean of 

meaning. Since the zenith of achievement and the highest limit of success is to be protected 

against the hardships of this world and the bad consequences in the Hereafter, the Prophet prays 

for safety from both the conditions. He has said: 

 

ñO Allah! I seek your shelter from the pangs of hunger,  

because it is a very bad companion, and I seek your shelter from 

dishonesty because it is the worst friend.ò (Abu Daud) 

 
Hunger is the name of deprivation in the world and dishonesty is the name of destruction of 

religion, therefore the Prophet had prayed for being spared from both. Before attaining 

prophethood he was known among the people as AL-Ameen (The Trustworthy). 



As part of Austin Peace Academy's character education and devel-

opment program, we have been finding programs through which our 

students can fulfill the duty of participating in charity. This year, Aus-

tin Peace Academy is supporting an organization called HOPE for 

Senegal, among other initiatives. 

At Lyc®e Malick Sy High School in Senegal, many students consid-

er education to be their main avenue for overcoming the poverty that 

overwhelms their country. Sister Yasmin Diallo Turk, Project Direc-

tor of HOPE for Senegal, identifies major obstacles preventing stu-

dents from educational success and aims to resolves them. 

This year, the organization is focused on providing the 136 teachers 

at Lyc®e Malick Sy High School the supplies they need to do their 

jobs most effectively. Their plan is to establish a teacher resource 

room equipped with the books, technology, and supplies that the 

teachers will use to give the students an education that will prepare 

them to make a difference for themselves and their community. They 

will also continue to provide medical supplies to the nurse while in-

creasing the number of girls receiving scholarships from 22 to 25. 

They hope to raise $22,000 in total by January to achieve these 

goals. To assist in this, Austin Peace Academy will be selling lunch 

to Jumu'ah attendees every Friday after the prayer. Our students have 

been cooking every Friday and raising money. This campaign will 

end in January. 

Students sell 

lunch to benefit 

HOPE for Senegal Many of us have heard about the suffering of 

the Syrian people. Up to 1.5 million people are 

displaced within Syriaôs borders. According to 

the UN, the estimated number of Syrian refu-

gees is 500,000, 75% of whom are women and 

children. 

This enormous refugee population needs 

warm clothing and blankets to survive the win-

ter. Austin Peace Academy called on our com-

munity to donate items that could be sent to 

Syrians in need, and we received over 100 

boxes of winter clothes in response. Thank 

you to everyone who donated. 

ESL students spent a total of eight hours 

sorting and preparing the clothes to be deliv-

ered to Syrian refugees. All of the clothes were 

packed up and sent to Houston to be shipped 

with other donations in a 40-foot container. 

Through experiences like these, our students 

learn to be mindful of the oppressed and suf-

fering in the world. Thank you to our parents 

for supporting Austin Peace Academyôs efforts 

to help those in need and to instill the im-

portance of charity in our children. 

APA families 

donate winter 

clothing for  

Syrian refugees 
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The boys basketball team was victorious in 

their first game against the Austin Cougars. 

They all played energetically and aggressively, 

and dominated in the open court versus their 

opponents. They played a fast paced game, 

which lead to many fast-break points and op-

portunities. Defensively, they controlled their 

opponents by hustling, grabbing rebounds, and 

putting pressure on the opposing team which 

lead to turnovers. Overall, they played a great 

game, and inshaôAllah they will continue to be 

successful. Good job guys! 

Boys basketball 

team wins 
Second and third graders attended a field trip to Dino Park, just out-

side of Bastrop, TX on Friday November 9.  

Students were entertained by an educational video about dinosaurs, 

dinosaur floor games, an óetch and sketchô station, and a ópress and 

moldô play dough station. Of course, there was a huge display of ódinoô 

toys, games, and souvenirs available for purchase.  

An outdoor play area offered two sand pits where students unearthed 

dinosaur artifacts, including teeth, claws, horns, skulls, eggs, and other 

bones. They could then match their finds with surrounding information 

boards which helped with identification of the artifacts. 

Seventeen dinosaur models were scattered along a trail, thirteen with 

óI spyô attractions. One example was a huge dragonfly model perched 

on a tree that existed during ódinosaur timesô. Students were fascinated 

by the various sizes, facial features, and varying body features of the 

dinosaurs. The tour guide, Ms. Linda, was riddled with questions and 

input from students. Before the tour ended, students could accurately 

distinguish meat eaters from plant eaters on the basis of their features.  

December Calendar 
December 4 ð Paramount Theater field trip for 

grades Pre-Kñ2nd. No parents allowed due to 

space limitations. 

December 8 ð High school UIL debate competition 

in Belton, TX. 

December 8 ð Parent Council, school board update 

12 PMñ2 PM, lunch provided. 

December 11ñPTO meeting, 10:30 AM, kick-off for 

international bazaar, free refreshments. 

December 12 ð Donuts for Dad, 8:30 AMñ9:30 

AM, grades Pre-Kñ5th. 

December 17, 18, 19ñfinal exams for middle and 

high school. Half day dismissal at 1:00 PM.  

December 21ñhigh school boys basketball game 

vs. KIPP Austin, 6 PM. Location: 8509 Farm Market 

969, Building 676, Austin, TX 78758 

Dino Park Field Trip 
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